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Thank You!  Thank You! 

 Thank You! 
 
 This time last June I was on retreat in Colorado 

where I made my decision to retire a year early. So for the 

last year I have been working on this transition with the 

Archdiocese, the staff, our parish councils and 

organizations. Cooperation has been vital and the future 

of the wellbeing of the parish has been paramount. I am most pleased with the 

choice of my successor and think that he will be able to raise the parish to a whole 

new level in education and community engagement. 

 

 My Farewell Concert and Retirement Mass were ecstatic experiences for me 

enhanced by the glorious music that has been a hallmark of the Basilica liturgies. 

Ken Sotak is truly a master of the art in the scope of what he can provide and the 

excellence of execution to elate the spirit. I am most grateful to him and all the 

musicians and singers. 

 

 The Appreciation Barbeque was perfect in my mind. The Menôs Club 

provided such a broad level of experiences to entice children, to feed the hungry, to 

stomp feet to the German Band beat, and to extend hospitality that made the lawn 

like home for everybody. 

 

 Then so many of you offered me best wishes and generous gifts in face to face 

meetings, notes and cards. I am touched by your kind words that only reinforce my 

constant sentiment that this is truly the place I was meant to serve and how I see 

them as truly fourteen wonderful years. 

 

Again Thank You! 

 

Father Prist 
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An Amazing Creative SpiritéMrs. Barb! 
 

 Mrs. Barbara Slipek has given of herself so generously these past twelve 

years as Director of Religious Education and Sacramental Formation. I hired 

her because I knew her expertise in catechesis from her working with the 

archdiocesan office as well as her personal gifts of enthusiasm for the 

formation of young people. 

 

 From her letter in last weekôs bulletin we could appreciate the wide 

range of instruction of students, formation and resourcing of faculty, planning 

special events, engaging families in childrenôs education, organizing teenagers 

to facilitate all kinds of enterprises, overseeing the major sacramental 

moments of initiation of children into the church, and putting in place our 

protection program for children. Her energy and dedication I have found to be 

remarkable even when she was dealing with the suffering and death of her 

mother. She has a rare talent to understand teenagers and to find ways to get 

them committed to the missions she provides for them. 

 

 Beyond children she dedicated herself to the Rite of Christian Initiation 

of Adults which was an extended program over many Sundays. Then she 

worked with the women to start the Spiritual Spa Days at the Felician 

convent. Her knowledge and love of the Church and willingness to bring it to 

life in any way her imagination and responsibilities 

could provide have made her a great gift to Queen 

of All Saints. 

  

 We wish her the best in her new adventures 

and pray that her great spirit is blessed by the Lord 

with new vitality as the years go on. 
 

Father Prist 



Queen of All Saints Basilica 

June 27, 2010            4 

Finance Council 

Report 

 
As the Finance Council looks back on its 14 year association with Father Prist, we think It is 
very helpful to ourselves and to the entire parish membership to summarize our key 
objectives and achievements during this time.  We are truly gratified that under his leadership 
our parish has been able to meet the critical challenges of this time, with the broad benefits 
of our work being widely supported throughout our membership.  We end our work with 
Father Prist on a proud note, with him leaving the parish on a stronger basis than when we 
first met him. 
 
Upgraded school facilities and curriculum.  The education of our children remains our 
primary objective and has been the focus of many of our efforts these years.  From the start, 
Father Prist directed the elimination of deferred maintenance in the school buildings to create 
clean and safe surroundings suitable for learning, the building of new facilities for the library, 
computer lab, and science room, a remodeled kindergarten, a new playground, and other 
important and appropriate projects, all in order to make our school experience first class.  
Today we continue to make our children the cornerstone of our parish and the benefits of 
that strategy help make our parish strong and vibrant. 
 
Enhanced  Basilica and surrounding areas.  The Basilica stands as the center of our 
community worship and has required a considerable amount of work to catch up on deferred 
maintenance, including water repair and remediation over the altar and in the baptistry, 
replacement of the stone façade behind the altar, and replacement of the carpet and 
kneelers.  In addition, our organ outlived its useful life and required replacement of nearly all 
its electrical and moving parts.  Finally, our parking lot outlived its useful life as well and 
required total replacement, with upgrades to meet the new city codes.  Our Basilica now 
continues to stand as a proud achievement of our parish community, ready to serve our 
liturgical needs for years to come. 


