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From the Pastor 
 

 As a young boy I remember the first time I stood in the shadow of the Basilica of Queen of All Saints.  My 

family had driven up from the South Side to spend the afternoon with some relatives in the area and we stopped at the 

Basilica to make a visit.  We did so because, as my father was driving east on Devon from Cicero, my brother and I 

caught sight of the Basilica and spontaneously said, ñWhatôs that?ò  We were parishioners of Saint Thomas More Parish 

and were used to going to Mass in a beautiful church, but we had never seen anything like the Basilica.  Set back from 

Devon Avenue by what seemed like an enormous field of meticulously manicured lawns, it looked like one of the 

soaring cathedrals of Europe we had seen in pictures.  Only even those magnificent structures arenôt set off so 

impressively.  Awesome is a word badly overused these days, but thatôs exactly what I felt the first time I saw the 

Basilica of Queen of All Saints.  At that point in my life I could not have defined beauty, but I knew it when I saw it.  

And I saw it in the stone, marble, glass and arches of the Basilica. 
 

 My second experience of the Basilica came about sixteen years later.  I had just been ordained a priest and was 

appointed to Saint Albert the Great Parish in Burbank.  One Thursday morning a big black Cadillac driven by Father 

Walter Dolan pulled up in front of the rectory there, and Monsignor Francis Dolan and Father James Dolan got out, saw 

me on the parking lot and called me over to meet them.  They had come on their day off to have lunch and play golf with 

their good friend, Father William Rogers, the pastor of Saint Albert the Great Parish.  That was the first of many 

encounters with the Dolan brothers.  As the new associate pastor of Saint Albertôs, I was able to sit at the table with them 

and listen to a seemingly endless number of fascinating stories about the Church in Chicago.  Sometimes we would be 

joined by other characters from the clergy of the Archdiocese and the stories would take on even more color.  At that 

table I often heard Monsignor Dolan sing the praises of the people of Queen of All Saints.  Never in my wildest 

imagination did I ever think one day I would follow Monsignor Dolan as pastor of Queen of All Saints.  He was a true 

titan in the history of the Archdiocese.  A man whose vision and determination has reached all the way into the twenty-

first century to provide a shining beacon of the Catholic faith for us and for many generations to come. 
 

 My most treasured memories of Queen of All Saints, however, are associated with Father Bob Clark.  In 1973 

Father Clark, as superintendent of Catholic schools for the Archdiocese, attended a workshop I was giving for new 

teachers.  He came up to me afterwards and asked me to be a consultant for the school office.  He encouraged me to get 

an advanced degree in educational administration and dedicate myself to the ministry of catechesis.  Thus began a 

quarter century of work in the Churchôs educational and catechetical ministry.  Because of Father Clarkôs vision, I have 

served as the director of catechesis for the Archdiocese of Chicago, the director of the Office for Catechesis at the United 

States Conference of Catholic Bishops in Washington, the director of the Department of Evangelization and Catechesis 

in the Archdiocese of Chicago and the principal writer for the U.S. Bishopsô National Directory for Catechesis.  

Throughout Father Clarkôs pastorate at Queens, he always welcomed me warmly with his impish smile and hearty laugh.  

I miss him terribly. 
 

 Now I find myself following another widely-respected leader in the Archdiocese, Father Wayne Prist, as the 

seventh pastor of Queen of All Saints.  Father Prist has earned a well-deserved reputation as a prominent leader in the 

education and formation of both the clergy and the lay faithful.  As director of the Center for Pastoral Ministry and the 

founder of the Center for Development in Ministry, Father Prist has been instrumental in training parish leaders for over 

twenty-five years.  As pastor of Queen of All Saints Basilica for the past fourteen years, he has provided wise pastoral 

leadership for one of the Archdioceseôs premier parishes.  I will look to Father Prist as a primary resource in providing 

pastoral governance for this great parish over the next few years.  Iôm delighted that, after his sabbatical, he will be in 

residence here. 
 

 In conclusion, I am profoundly honored to serve as pastor of this great Basilica and this wonderful people.  I am 

not exactly sure why Cardinal George chose me and directly appointed me to the Basilica, but I do humbly accept the 

privilege knowing that, with the support and encouragement of the people of this great parish, together we will continue 

to build up the Body of Christ in our part of the world always relying on the kind intercession and motherly assistance of 

the Blessed Virgin Mary, Queen of All Saints.  God bless you.  

     

Father John Pollard 
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2010 Theology-on-Tap 

Speakers Schedule 
 

Host Site: Queen of All Saints 

   Benedict Center Lower Level 

    7:00 P.M. 
 

 

Speakers List 

 
 

BIOS 
 

Fr. Terry Keehan ordained in 1986, is the pastor of Holy Family in Inverness.  He was a pastor at St. Matthias and 
Transfiguration parishes in Chicago's Lincoln Square/Ravenswood neighborhoods.  Previously he worked in the 
Vocation Office for the Archdiocese of Chicago. 
 

Dr. Michael Cahill just spent 5 years on the Archdiocesan Pastoral Council, the last two as Chair. Mike has been a TOT 
speaker since 1983. Michael is a certified financial planner and holds a PhD in history from the University of Chicago.  
He has taught courses at Mundelein Seminary and at the Newberry Library. Mike is married to Cathy and has 2 children 
-- James and Mary Kate. They reside in Our Lady of Mercy Parish 
 

Ms. Elsie Radtke MEd holds a master's from the St. Xavier University.  Elsie is an Associate Director for the Family 
Ministries Office of the Arch. of Chicago. She teaches relationship education, and is a family life minister, a coach and 
mediator. She is the author of the book, Divorce and Beyond. 
 

Ms. Elise Ainsworth  is the director of the Kateri Center for Young Adult Ministry which is part of the Archdiocese of 
Chicago.  Elise has Masters in Divinity from Aquinas Institute of Theology and an BA in Pastoral Ministry from Dominican 
University.  

Date Speakerôs Name Title of Talk  Contact Information  

7/13 Fr. Terry Keehan 
Sacraments: Sacred Moments and 
the Ways We Celebrate Them Frkeehan@sbcglobal.net 847-359-0042 

7/20 Mr. Michael Cahill Faithful Work: How is that Possible? mikepcahill@yahoo.com 312-662-0995 

7/27 Ms. Elsie Radtke 
Relationships: Using your Head and 
Your Heart to Your Best Advantage elsiepradtke@aol.com 312-751-8391 

8/3 Ms. Elise Ainsworth 
The Creed: Exactly, What Do We 
Believe? elisea-b@yamchicago.org 708-488-5112 

Please Remember Queen of All Saint in Your Will 

mailto:Frkeehan@sbcglobal.net
mailto:mikepcahill@yahoo.com
mailto:elsiepradtke@aol.com
mailto:elisea-b@yamchicago.org
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Queen of all Saints Social Justice Ministry supports the following 

and encourages you to consider sponsorship. 
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TODAYôS READINGS 

 

First Reading ð Heed the voice of 

the LORD. It is something very near 

to you, already in your hearts; you 

only need to carry it out 

(Deuteronomy 30:10-14). 

Psalm ð Turn to the Lord in your 

need, and you will live (Psalm 69) 

or Psalm 19. 

Second Reading ð All things 

were created through and for Christ 

Jesus (Colossians 1:15-20). 

Gospel ð To be a neighbor, show 

love by treating others with mercy, 

as did the Good Samaritan  

(Luke 10:25-37). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

READINGS FOR THE WEEK  

 

Monday: 
Is 1:10-17; Mt 10:34 ð 11:1 

Tuesday: 
Is 7:1-9; Mt 11:20-24 

Wednesday: 
Is 10:5-7, 13b-16; Mt 11:25-27 

Thursday: 
Is 26:7-9, 12, 16-19; Mt 11:28-30 

Friday:  

Is 38:1-6, 21-22, 7-8; Mt 12:1-8 

Saturday: 
Mi 2:1-5; Mt 12:14-21 

Sunday: 
Gen 18:1-10a; Ps 15; Col 1:24-28; 

Mt 10:38-42 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SAINTS AND SPECIAL 

OBSERVANCES 

 

Sunday: 
Fifteenth Sunday in Ordinary Time 

Tuesday: 
St. Henry 

Wednesday: 
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha 

Thursday: 
St. Bonaventure 

Friday:  

Our Lady of Mount Carmel 

Saturday: 
Blessed Virgin Mary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Saturday, July 17 

 5:00 P.M. Fr. Rich Conyers 

 

Sunday, July 18 

 6:45 A.M  Fr. Simon Braganza 

 8:00   Fr. Simon Braganza 

 9:30  Fr. Arek Falana 

11:00  Fr. John Pollard 

12:30 P.M. Fr. Arek Falana 

 

 

 

GOD IS EVERYWHERE  
 

 In everything, be it a thing 

sensed or a thing known, God is 

hidden within. 

 

 
ðSt. Bonaventure 


